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rul grant of money, & cession of all the territury cluimed by her
north and west of a line run from l';h;“sﬁbt.?& 34th paraliel

h latit comprehending a square miles,
:dn:ﬂnﬁchn:uz.r the erection of two medium-sized States ;
the effect of which would be to release so much of the terri-
tory of Texas from the institution of slavery, and to subject
it to the sole jurisdiction of the Federal Government. These
are the two propositions p ted to the Bouthern States.
And what is ofizred as an equivalent ' The sole equivalent
is, that the North will organize Territorial Governments for
the residue of California, usually called ** Utah,” or ** Dese-
ret,” and for what remains of New Mexico, without introduc-
ing the ** Wilmot proviso.”

Now, sir, to these propositions, as made in the bill, I ne-
wer can aseent. I cannot assent, because they bring down yet
lower, and to the extent of four and a half degrees, the limits
from which we are 1o be excluded with our slaves. And it does

of that kind. 1 spprehend, Mr. President, that there are
none who will doubt that the true federal relation of & Terri-
tory to this Government is that of p , and, asis always
the case of rty held by a sovereign, that it carries with
it not only tE right to the soil, except where private right
intervenes, but also dominion over the people inbabiting that
soil. <35

It was under such guidance that the convention sssembled
in Californis, and framed the constitution which has been
submitted 1o us by the President—under the procll.m‘luon of
a military commander, without the sanction of the Congress
of the United States, but in derogation of its authority. And
this constitution, with the exact boundaries it prescribes for
the new Siates, we are called on to sanction 8s a malter of
political necess.ty. Sir, I have looked somewhat into the re-
port of the debstes in convention in California, which were
placed some days since upon our tables, and I found, as other

more ; it takes from one of the States.of this Union a large | gentlemen will find, ifthey will look through this repart, that the

territory niow subject te the institution of slavery, and converts
it into propersy of the United Siates, to te governed and con-
trolled in its institutions by & majority from the non-slavehold-
ing States.

Sir, the forbearance to enact the Wilmot proviso is uot only
no equivalent for such conceseions, but there is no equivalent
that can be given—pt lesst none that I can conceive as being
within the capacity of Congress to offer.

My first objection, then, Mr. President, to the bill reported
by the committee for the adjustment of this question is, that
it bringe us down below the Missouri compromise line in
Texas and the second is, that it excludes the Bouth from ad-
mission with their property into so much of the territory of

. California as is embraced within the limits of the new State
below the same line. Bir, it violates the compaet with Texas,
under which that State was brought into the Union. By the
terms of annexstion, the Missouri compromise line was to be
eacredly regarded, in the formation of new Staies out of the
territory of Texas. But the bill, in dismembering Texas,
adop's & new line, reaching four and a half degrees below
the compromise line, and releases all the territory lying north
and west of it from the obligations of that compact.

80, in reference t6 California, it trenches again on the spi-
rit of the cpmpromise of 1820, by excluding slavery on the
Pacific border, as low down as the 32d parallel of north lati-
tude. I am aware, sir, it will be said that this exclusion of
the people of Southern States below the line of 36° 30
in California is the act of the inhabitants of the Territory, and
not the act of the C of the United Btates ; and there-
fore that it is no violation of the Missouri compggmise on the
part of the latter. e

Sir, I shall make no argument to prove that Cslifornia in
the whole extent, as well the territory embraced within the
Yimits of the new States as thet without thom. is yet, im the
political relatian ta this Government of ¢ a Territory”—aTer-
‘T" ithin the meaning of the terms of the constitution—
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properiy” of the Uniled States ; and the act of such of
the inhabitants on the coast as sssembled in convention and
tormed a constitution has not the slightest effect to change

that relstion. California throughout the whole extent was a

Territory when that constitution was formed, and isa Terri-

tory yet; nor has that constitution the least validity whatever,
. and never can bave, unless made good against this Govern-

ment by forée of arms, or ratified by an act of Congress ;
and this is assented to, or I should rather say asserted, as the
law of the question by the Senator from Kentucky himself,

(Mr, Crax.)

Whenever, then, the censtitution of California is ratified
by Couogress, the clause prohibiting slavery will become law
by the act of Congrese, and by it alone. We have had the
same question presented in the same form in regard to the
Territory of Oregon. The inhabitants of that Territory, in
the absence of any government provided by Congrese, esta-
blished a system of government for themselves, and by one
of their ordinances excluded domestic elavery from.the terri-
tory. In the bill as reported for the organization of a territo-
rial government a provision was inserted ratifying and con-
firming all the laws enacted by the provisional government,
smongst which was that prohibiting slavery, and the contro-
versy then was upon such ratification, all agreeing that to
confirm such law was equivalent to a direct enactment by
Congress.

Now, &ir, as to this right in the inhabitants of a portion
of the Territory of Califonia. They have no authority
whatever, none in law and as little in justice, to assemble
themselves upon the property of the Government—the com-
mon property of all the States—and to pass a law which
shall interdict from that Territory the citizens of one-half of
the States of this Union unless they leave their most valuable
property behind them, and thst very property which of all
otber would be of most value to them in the Territory.

Mr. President, we have fallen upon strange times, indeed,
since this que:tion of the extensiun or interdiction of slavery
was first brought up for discussion in the Congress of the
United States. Sir, what have we seen as the act of the
Executive of the United States in reference to these matters ’
In prescribing the duties of the President the constitution en-
_joins, amongst other things, that ** he shall take care that the
laws be faithfully executed.” The Territory of California is
the property of the United Sta‘es, acquired first by conquest,
and the title subsequently confirmed by solemn treaty, and for
the consideration of many millions of dollars, paid and pay-
able by the United States to Mexico, Now, one would sup-

if there was any duty on the Prexident, as the great
head of the Government, more cogent than another, it was
thet which would require him to see to the safety of the pub-
lic property, and that the laws concerning it were ** faithfully
executed.”

Yet, monstrous as it may appear, the fact nevertheless re-
mains, lhﬂ,ﬂ;la_du eyil .?un-h of thasa srewsmd hiw,

~ among® the acts of his administration was, through the
military commander in the Territory of California, to invite
the inhabitants found there to assemble in convention, and
pass laws and ordinances in contravention of the suthority of
the United States. Laws and ordinances by which the in-
habitants were to defeat and annul the title of the United
States, acquired under the treaty with Mexico, which the con-
stitution declares shall be ** the supreme law of the land,” and’
to wrest from the Government of the United States this large
and valusble domain, the property of the United States.

I found this charge, sir, on the terms of the proclamation
of Brevet Brig- Gen. Riley, add 1 to the people of Cali-
fornia, dated at Monterey on the 3d day of June, 1849, act-
ing, as he says, *‘in accordance with instructions of the Sec-
retary of War,”

By this pr.clamation an election was ordered of delegates
to s convention, the number of such delegates prescribed,
election districts assigned, the day of election and the qualifi-
cation of the voters asceriained and fixed, and the day ordered
for the convention to sssemble in discharge of the duties to
be assumed by them—acts of higheat movereignty, exercised
by a' military commander over the property of the United
States, without s shadow of authority in Jaw, and with a view
to facilitate the inhabitants of the Territory in depriving the
people of the United States of their property.

How many people so assembled, and what portion of the
inhabitants were actually represented, we shall presently learn
remarkiog only at present that the proclamation issued on
the 3d of June, for elections to be held on the first day of
August following, less than sixty days’ notice, to a people
dispersed over a Territory larger than that of the original
thirteen States, divided into bands of gold diggers, explorers,
and hunters, without organization, roads, villages, or news-
papers—ofl’ the seaconst, and separated by mountaips, lakes,
rivers, and deseris.

But these initiative measures to abandon to the first comers
the property of the United States, strange as they are, are by
no means the most strange in this extraordinary Executive
plunge. After a constitution was adopted by those who had
assembled under the proclamation, and ratified as was raid by
the inhabitants, the fact was formally made known to ‘the
military commander, General Riley, and he as formally and
gravely issued a second proclamation, dated on the 20th De-
cember, 1849, with a military order of same date, by which
he on that day *¢ relinquished the administration of civil af-
fairs in Califoruia to the executive of the Government orga-
nized under the provisions of the constitu'ion,” &c. And
thue, without warrant of law, in violation of the plain letter of

- the constitution, and of the not less plain Executive trust, was
the dominion of the United States over a large and valuable
Territory, the property of all the States, quietly handed over
1o the firet occupants who went upon it, and who were invited
and stimulated 1o take it; and, as if in sport with so grave an
occasion, the General ends the natter by agreeing to defray
all the expenses of the convention out of the public money in
his hands. [See his letter 1o *“the Hon. C. T. Botts, chair-
man,” &c., dated st Monterey, September 13, 1849,)

Strange, passing strange, Mr. President, that such flagrant
usurpations of power, such wanton, I had almost said wicked,

disregard of plainest constitutional duty should pass without
rebuke, and even without notice—any thing, every thing,
constitution and all, is made secondary to the great end of
staving off the discussion, and the necessity of settling,
by the constituted authorities of the land, the rights of the
people of the Southern States as co-proprietors in the Terri-
tories.

The key to all this is, with becoming simplicity, given in
the annual message of the President, to get rid of .the dis.
turbing question of slavery, by getting rid of the public pro-
perty with which it was connected. The summary disposi
tion it was to make of the rights of the people of the Southern
Hintes weighed ae nothing with the President or his coun-
scllors. It was the grave specific of the French empirie,
which certainly carried off the disease by carrying off the
patient.

Sir, an honorable Senator from Florida (Mr. Yviir)
brought before the Senate, on a former day, an occasion
somewhat similar that arose, I think, in the case of Arkansas,
when the Legislative Council of that Territory petitioned the
Governor to issue his proclamation, calling upon the peaple
L organize o Siate government, in the daye, | believe, of
President Jackson. The Governor, who seeme to have had
8 proper ides of the position in which he stood to the Terri-
Lorz, submiited the question to the President, and be sgain
ththe Aityrney Genera!, and the Jater advised the Preaident
that the &overnor was bound to administir the laws of the

polar star which guided their deliberations on all the great
questions to be determined was, so to adjun.lhem as gu_mld
best ensure a speedy admission of their State into the Union.
On the question of boundary, of downestic servitude, and of the

thing seems to have been sffected, and to some extent con-
trolled, by a belief in the necessity of propitiating the majori-
ty in Congress on the subject of African slavery. One of the
earliest propositions in the convention in relation to the boun-
daries was, that they should prescribe as the boundaries of the
new State the existing boundaries of California ; those boun-
daries by which the territory was ceded by Mexico—bounda-
ries which would embrace an area nearly equal to that of the
thirteen original States ; and the gentleman who moved thie
proposition gave as his reason for it, that, if they undertook to
cut and carve for themselves, so0 #s to prescribe more conve-
nient boundaries fur the State of California, the effect would
be to produce dissension at Washington, and difficulty and
delay in geining sdmission into the Union. That gentleman
said, in substance : If we take the whole of California, it will
never be considered by any body that this immense area of
hundreds of thousands of square miles should remain as one
State, but that it would necessarily be divided as soon as the
number of the population required it, snd formed into differ-
ent States ; snd his proposition was, that the territory, when
the proper time arrived, should be divided into six States,
each oue of them having a front upon the Pacific ocean. Such
was the proposition made by this gentleman, who was, I ap-
prehgnd, one of the most intelligent and enlightened mem-
bers of that convention. Those views, however, were over-
ruled as unjust to the twenty or thirty thousand .
ing in the great basin of Utah and the Salt Laké, a thousand
miles off, who were ignorant even that such = convention was
in scasien, and on the ground that to take the whole territory
for the new State would be more likely to create dissension
at Washington than if arbitrary boundaries were assumed.
The result was, that the idea of embracing the entire territory
wasabandoned, and, feeling at liberty to choose for themselves,
the convention eventually agreed to take such boundaries as
would be of most seeming advantage to the coast population,
which wasdoneby aline embracing the entire Patific front, from
the boundaries of Oregon to those of Mexico, an extent of ten
degrees of Iatitude, and extending eastward to embrace the
mountsin range, called the Sierra Nevada. - Thus the coast
population in California, by a mere dash of the pen, exclude
from the commerce of the Pacific ocean the immense and
boundless territory which lies behind them, with the millions
of population which will swarm there at a future day. And
this is done, although Nature herself would seem to intend
otherwise, by leaving an open way to the ocean, between the
parallels of 34 and 35 degrees, where the chains of mountain
subside into the plain.

I will not detain the Senate by reading from the debates in
Convention. ButI propose to quote from them on the points
alluded to above, as well as on others hereafter to be noticed,
and append it to my remarks when in print.* I allude to

*Areexnix, conlaining quotations from the reportof the de-
bates in the California Convention.

ON THE BOUNDARIES OF CALIFORNIA.
Mr. Gwix said, (page 196 of the report of debates :)

“‘If I understund the gentleman from Senoma, (Mr. SEx-
PLE, ) he stated this morning that if we establish no boundaries,
Congress will be forced to admit us with the boundaries we
now have. [ cannot admit the argument. 1 do not look upon
it, thatif we were to send our constitution to Congress, the
are forced to give usall of the boundary that we have described,
or that they are foreed to give it to usif we do not describe it
I think gentlemen are laboring under a great mistake in regard
to the power of Cougress on this subject, when they assumet
if we proaounce a eertain line as the boundary of California, it
shall be the boundary, notwithstanding any objection of Con-

ress. Ihavenot the remotest idea that the Congress of the

Inited States would give us this great extent of boundary if it
was expected that it Id r one State. And when gen-
tlemen say that they never will give up one inch of the Pacifie
coast, they say what they cannot carry out.  So far as Iam con-
cerned, I should like to see six States fronting on the Pa-
cific, in Califoraia. I want the additional power in the
Congress of the United States of twelve Senators instead of
four ; for it is notorious, sir, that the State ot Delaware,
smaller than our smallest distriet, has as much power in
the Senate as the great State of New York. It is not the pas-
sage of a bill through the House of Representatives that makes
a law ; that bill has to iu through the Senate, and in that body
the State of Delaware has us much power as the State of New
York. And the past history of our country, sir, develops the
fact that we will E:ve State upon State here—probably as many
as on the Atlantic side—and as we accumulate States we accu-
maulate strength ; our institutions become more powerlul to do
good, and not to do evil. [have no doubt the time will come
when we will have twenty States this side of the Rocky Moun-
tains, I want the power, sir, and the population. \{Vheu the
pplrl.amiou comes, they will require that this State shall be di-
vided,”

As evidence that the inhabitants residing south. of the para-
lel of 36° 30’ preferred a Territorial form of Giovernment, the
same gentleman (Mr. Gwin) held the following language,
page 195 :

“! Bir, are we not here forcing a State Government upon a
portion of the people of California whose delegates have by
their recordéd votes stated the lact that their constituents are
unanimously against a State Government and in favor of a
territorial organization. Do you not expest and require that
they shall sustain this Government and hecome a purt of it }
It not, let us require their delegates to retire from this Con-
vention, apply to Congress for a Territorial Government, and
exelude them from our State b lary, Gentl affect to
believe that in taking in a large extent of territory not repre-
sented here, and from which  no opposition to our action has
become known to us, we are doing a great act of injustice to
those people; when, at the sume moment, we have here be-
fore us the direct protest against a State Government of a por-
tion of the inhubitants of this territory who are represented,
But do we stop—do we refrain from committing this act of in=
justice? No, sir; we go on and include them; we never
think of excluding them, They bear the expense of a State
Government, while they prefer a Territorial Government ;
but, rather than submit to a separate organization, or run the
risk of gelling no Government at all, they waive their objee-
tion and st with us.”

And again, page 197 :

** The proviso of the gentleman from Monterey (Mr. Hal-
leck) was added at his suggestion. 1 prefer sending my pro-
position as [ offered it. 'We should not mautilate our consti-
tution on this subject. We send it to # great Power. Gen-
tlemen deny the right of Congress to interfere with the sub-
jeet of our limits. If Congress has not the power to designate
what we shall be, why do we send our constitution there * 1
was oppoud to any o'her boundary but that of California as
m;oruad by the Governments of the United States and Mex-
ico, for anoth ,and 1 i it a very important one,
that if we leave a portion of territory out, we would necessa-
rily o a question which we here should not interfere with.
We all know what 36 deg. 30 min is. It is the great bone of
contention. North of that there is no contest. South of it
there is a contest. If gentlemen will look where this line
strikes the Pacific, they will see that not 4 solitary vote was
cast by a del in this C tion south of that line, except
those cast aguinst a State Government. The representatives
here from that region are unanimous in their votes against the
establishment ot a State Government. It we include the ter-
ritory these delegates represent on the ccast, why exclude the
barren waste beyond, where no white man lives ' We take
away the substance and leave the shadow. Let us take the
whole territory or stop st that line. If we stop at that line,
wfe_mulilntc the Convention by excluding the members south
of it,”

Page 184, Mr. SBemple, the President of the Convention,
gaid :

‘1 feel under some obligation to repeat a eonversation which
has u direct beuring upon thismatter. There is a distinguish-
ed member of Congress who holds his seat from one ot the
States of the Union, now in Culifornigy With a desire to ob-
tain all the information possible in relation to the state of
things on the other side of the mountains, | asked him what
waus the desire of the people in Congress ; 1 observed to him
that it was not the desire of the people of California to take a
larger boundury than the Sierra Nevada; and that we would
prefer not embracing within our limits this desert waste to the
east. His reply was : * For God’s suke leave us no territory
to legislate upon in Congress.’ He went on to state then that

to uvoid turther legislation. There would be no question as
to our admission by adopting this eourse ; and that all sub-
Jjueets of minor importance could afterwards be settled. 1 think
1t my duty to impart this information to the Convention, The
conversation touk place between Mr. Thomas Butler King
and myvell,”

Value of slaves in California.

Some idea may be formed of what the value of slaves would
be in Califoruia, if permitted to be taken there, from what
fullows, page 137

* Mr. McCorver then moved the following seetion :

“ 30, 'l'ha.- Legislature shall, at its first session, pass such
laws as will eff. ctuslly prohibit free persons of eolor trom im-
migrating o and settling in this State, anl 1o effectuslly pre-
vent the owners of slaves from bringing them into this State
for the purpose of setting them free, *

“ Mr. MeCurver. Toisisthe urtiele which T offered to the
House some time ago. I withdrew itat the suggestion of sev-
eral gentiemen who thought it would be more sppropriate in
annther part of the eonstitution.

‘I huve no doubt, sir, that evers member of this House is

exclusion of the African race altogether from California, every | p

these debates here for the purpose of showing that the
of Californis, so far as | their wishes, do
tach to the proposed of ber by
interest which. is connected with it here at W,
do not find any thing in these debates which leads me
lieve that, yielding to the desire of the people of Cali
become immediately one of the States of the Union, they will
take it much to heart, if we contract their boundaries as |
have proposed. But there is another fact shown by
the debates in that Convention, and it is this: that every
nlalive in the Convention from the Territory
south of the line of 36° 30" was against the formation of 2
State Government at all; that the people who resided south
of that line were in favor of a Territorial Government, amd
sgainst a State Government ; and it is further stated in the
debate, by a gentleman who took part in it when this ques-
tion was before the Convention, that the votea of those who
were representatives from the territory south of that line (36°
30') were given 10 a man the formation of a Stale
Government. [ should say, then, viewing this question, not |
as one of political expediency, but as one of justice and pro-
priety, that the Senate of the United States, in prescribing a
roper southern boundary for the State of Californie,
should restrict that boundary to the parsllel of 86° 30/, Tu
do this wou!d enable the people li east of the great chain
of mountains to have access to the Pacific cosst, and would
be conformable to the wish of the large and stable population
residing south of that line. -
Mr. President, it has been asked in’ this Senate more than
once, with what view we would contract the boundaries of
California ? It has been asked of gentlemen from the South-
ern States whether, if they did contract this boundary and
open a way so that they could carry their slaves there, it
would ever be done ? The Senator from Massachusetts, (Mr.
Wenstir,) some time ago, declared that slavery would ne-
ver go there ; that this Wilmot proviso was written on every
rock and inevery plain ; that Nature had ordained that slavery
could not exist there, and that it was idle to aitempt to con-
travene the ordinances of Nature. 8ir, any gentleman who
will inform himself of the statements made and acted on in
the California Convention, as shown by the debates, will find
that if the people of the Southern States had been at liberty
to take their slaves there, under what I asume to be their
constitutional right, they would have been tkken into the Ter-
ritory by hundreds of thousands, and thal at this day the
larger portion numerically would have been the of
slaves held by the Southern slaveholders. Sir, what could

the great object in our formation of a State Government was | p=

be a more valuable use of that labor than i working those
mines? Every body can that . But
it is prawsd by tho fact that, after the Convention of California
ad determined upon the exclusion of slaves from the Terri-
tory, a proposition was made that the coastitution should ex-
clude the African race in every form, bond or free ; and the
reason given for it was thus summed up- You have exclu-
ded slavery. Now, unless you exclude the African race alto-
gether, the consequence will be that the Territory of Califor-
nia will be inundated by free negroes. Because, so valuable
would be their services to their masters, that the owners of
slaves woud take them there by thousands and thousands,
upon contnct that they should serve them one or two years
and then bt manumitted. It was said tbat by adopting this
course each slave would be worth from two to five thousand
a year to hii master. These, then, are fac's which I present
in answer b gentlemen who contend that there is no room
for African lavery there. Now, who can say that the same
reasoning dees not spply to the southern part of California ?
It is said tha gold has not been discovered there, and that it
never will b Those who have said so may be right, or they
m? be wroig, Gentlemen say that the climate, the soil,
and the deser wastes which are to be found there afford no
inducements ‘or slave labor. In that too they may be right
or they may b wrong ; but I say that, under the constitution,
we have a legil right to have the door left open, and to have
it kept open, i order that we may enjoy it, so long as it re-
mains a territoy, in any way we may think most expedient.
But, spart lom any question of conetitutional right or
obligation towsl the Southern Btates, a glance at the map
will show that eery motive of public policy, and juet equality
in the Territoryrequires that the immense reach of country
lying eastward o the Sierra Nevada, or the proposed eastern
boundary of theew State, should not be excluded from the
commerce and tade of the Pacific. We are told that it is
idle to attempt to rovide access for that country to the Pacific
const, because the are separated from it by yast and impas-
sable mountains. ~again refer them to the map, which shows
that the mountains ubside south of the parallel of thirty-five
degrees ; and I refer also, to the declerations before adverted
to, of oneof the chif members of the convention, who indi-
caled es the ultimah policy of the country the erection of
six States in the Teritory, each of which should front and
bind on the Pacific oean. [t is’an advantage, of value in-
estimable to future Sties, that they should have a share in
the great commerce of ke Pacific, and it is our clear duty to

rado and the Gila, both toa great extent unexplored ; but the
latter giving evidence, by the color of its waters and the tra-
ditions of the Indians, that it enbraces a highly valuable and
fertile country. Nature has opeicd s way for the access of
the inhabitauts of these great vallys to the ocean ; and we
are called upon to cat it off for NO mason under heaven that

people from the whole territory.

And sow, sir, as to the adjustment of the difficulties around
us, I beg to say, that the leading and controlling objection to
the bill under consideration, so far as the Territory of Califor-
nia is concerned, is this extension of her southern boundary.
I think I 'have shown that every consideration of vational po-
licy, and of justice to the immense country behitd the new
Btate, requires that she be restrained from engrossing the en-
tire border of the Pacific: I thiuk I bave shown fiom the lan-
guage of her public men in Convention, that there is no ur-

dary should be allowed ; and I have shown further, that the
people to be affected by it south of the line indicated are so-
licitous and anxious to be excepled from the limits of the new
State. But I insist, more than all, that it violates the terms of
the compromise of 1820. It opens anew, and in an sspect of
prophetic warning to the South, the dangerous purposes of
those who claim the right to limit and restrain the extension
of the institution of slavery ; and it will compel the States
where this institution exists to rely on their own resources
and strength to arrest the exercise of the power, whatever
consequences may ensue.

But, sir, to the contrary of all this, determine to abide by
the settlement of this controverted question ss made on the
admirsion of Missouri, and the honzon clears off at once.

once, and upon the proclamation of the President, if such
that the inhabitants within the prescribed limits bave in the

member.

tion of that Convention ; and if in all this there can be seen
the majority but terms that import ruin to the South.

(Mr. Czay,) who has asked the Senator of Louisiana (Mr.

no spirit of conciliation, then I fear that nothing will satisfy | the

thirty years ; adopted in 1820 when Missouri
was admitted, sud re-affirmed in 1845 on the annexation of
Texas. believe, that the Bouth
most unfortunately erred im assenting, even by scquiescence,
to the anbl‘nh{om of this line of i We are
reaping now all the bitter fruits of that surrender. It was
done, however, in & spirit of concession, and for the ske
of peace. It was called then a omise ;' mean-
ing, | presume, a joint t of the two great sec-
tions of the country, to divide a Territory in dispute, ra-
ther than bring to extremity this issue made on s question of
constitutional power. Compromise is a dangerous resort to
those in & minority, as we have sadly experienced. Far bet-
ter for a minority to try the right when first questioned than

adfnrlh_tlut

| 10 evade it for the sake of repose. And where do we stand

now ! Precisely where we stood in 18320, except that the
majority has increased, and the minority diminished, by the
operations of well known causes in the tide of population.
The South cannot retrieve the step then taken without an
open rupture, and this we will avoid, if the North will allow
it. 8ir, the proposition of the Southern Btates to stand on
the Missouri compromise line, throws the whole responsibi-
lity of the future on the North, and the country will so un-
derstand it. Odious as this ever has been, and to none more
80 than to him who now addresses you, I will abide by it as
a sacrifice to the public peace. But not one heir’s breadth
will I, as a representative of Virginis, ever yicld, below that
line, as a matter of right in the North. I qualify it, sir, as
a matier of right, because it is said that in ihe face of the
country in U‘fl.ifomil, a more convenient national boundary
could be found perhaps a few minutes south of the compro-
mise line. If this be so, let it be adopted. I stickle only for
the right, which can be protected by the langusge of the act.

And now, Mr. President, let gentlemen on 1he other side
assign their reasons why the southern boundary of California
should not be muumf as proposed. It will give to the new
State a border of five degrees of latitude onm the Pacific, re-
servin ut four for the soutbern ; Territory and it will
leave an open way to the oceen for future States which may
be e

8o much, sir, in regard to that part of the bill which pro-
vides for the admission of California.

The next proposition in the bill is, that Texss, for a grant
of money, shall cede tothe United States all of her Territory
lying north and west of a line to be Jrawn froma point near the
32° parallel of north latitude to the 34th. The intent, as al-

is, thereby to settle the controverted question of boun-
dary between Texas and so much of New Mexico as has been
ceded Lo the United States with Mexico.

I shall not now go into this question of boundary as one of
right between Texas and”the United Btates. My business is
to deal with it in the bill, as it is proposed to operate on the
question of compromise or adjustment of the slavery ques-
tion. In this view the first effect of it certainly is, to take
off so much of the territory as belongs to ‘T'exas, now subject
to the institution of slavery, and to make it the property of the
United States. At present slaveholders with their proper-
ty can go there, and hold it under the jurisdiction of Texas :
cede it to the United States, and who is credulous enough to
believe that the institution will be allowed there one day after
the title is passed,

The next effect of it is to withdraw the ceded territory from
the operation ofe the compact of annexation. That compact
isin the following words : ¥ )
“ New States of conv t size, not ding four in num-
ber, in addition to said State of Texas, and having sufficient
Fopulation, may hereafter, by the consent of said State, be
ormed out of the territory thereof, which shall be entitled to
admission under the provisions of the federal constitution; and
such States as may be formed out of that portion of said
territory lying south of 36 30 north latitude, commonly known
as the Missouri compromise line, shall be admitted into the
Union with or without slavery, as the people of each State
asking admission may desire ; and in such State or
States as shall be formed out of said territory north of said
Missouri compromise line, slavery, or involuntary servitude,
except for erimes, shall be prohibited.”

That is to say, new States that are formed out of the ferri-
tory of Texas south of that line shall be admitted into the
Union ** with or without slavery,” &c. But if the cession
be made, the territory ceded is no longer the * territory ef
Texas,” but it becomes the territory of the United States,
and is in all respects on the footing of any other territory of
the United States, When, therefore, new States are formed
out of the ceded territory, they will be formed not out of
““territory of Texas.” but out of **territory "’ of the United
States. Inother words, the obligation of the compact is binding
on the United Siates in respect toterritory of the Stateof T'exas,
but the obligation ceases when the territory ceasesto be the terri-
tory of Texas. But whether this be the true legal exposition
or no of the effect of that compact, the experience of the
country gives us sufficient warning what the actual construc-
tion will be, should the question ever arise.

The last effect that 1 shall notice is, 1o violate the faith

provide it for them, by \king care that the entire coast is not | pledged by the compact with Texas, as to the condition of
pre-occupied and engroesy by those who happen to have been | new States that might be formed out of her territory south of
the first comers. Look, ir, at the great valleys of the Colo- | 36° 30'.

The Southern States admitted Texas into—the-
Union on the faith that the question of slavery or not, south of
that Jine should be left to the people, inhabiting the country.

The bill will take it from them, and leave it to the Congress
of the United States.

As things etand, it is fully conceded that the terms of the

compact are mandatory, and require new States to be admitted
I can conceive, unless it be expresely to exclude our Southern | south of that line whenever Texas assents, and there is suffi-
cient population—the question of slavery or not to be deter-
mined by the inhabitants of a territory where slavery prevails.

Pass this bill, and the mandate gives way to the discretion of

a majority in Congress, whilst in the mean time the territory
passes under the sole jurisdiction of Congress in all respects
whatsoever.
thus surrendered *
miles—a territory abundantly large for two medium sized
States. Let it be done, and it requires no prophecy to fure-
tell the result.
gent reasson effecting ber condition why this extended boun- | position north and west of the State of Texas.

And what, sir, is the amount of territory to be
‘Why, a fraction less than 125,000 square
Two non-slaveholding States wlll take their

The actual effect of this bill, then, will be—
1st. In the Territory of California to prohibit the institu-

tion of slavery on the whole Pacific border, and in latitude

down to the 32d parallel.

2d. To take from Texas 125,000 square miles of territory
now claimed as hers, and subject to the institution of slavery,
and to place it, ss to the continvance of this institution, at
the discretion of Congress—thus removing the barrier of the
Missouri compromiee, ipcorporated into the compact with her.
And as an inducement to the Southern States to vote this
bill, what is offered in return ! Why, a proposition simply,
in forming governments for the remaining Territories acquired
from Mexico, to refrain from enacting the Wilmot proviso ;
this Wilmot proviso, held by all the Bouthern States 0s so

Great as we view the concession made by that settlement on | direct an invasion of their rights under the constitution, as to
the part of the South, it has been done, and we are willing | justify resistance on their part **to the last extrenity and at
yet to abide by it. So determine, and we admit California at | every hazard.”

Sir, I do not wish to speak harshly, but it is difficult to

form be most acceptable, upon information satisfactory to him | spesk with forbearance.

To escape (I think that is the true word) for tie present,

proper forms contracted their southern boundary as indjcat- | and for the present only, from a law thus characterizsd by
ed, and have limited their representation al present to one | the Southern States, they are to assent to the prchibition of
And we will do this in the earnest desire o restore | slavery in one of the Territories four degrees and a half be-
tranquillity to the country, and harmony and efficiency to the | low the Missouri line, and to release 125,000 equare miles
public councils, although to do so we must overlook the gross | of slave territery in one of the Southern States to ihe discre-
usurpations of the Executive connected with the subject, | tion of a majority constituted of Representatives from the non-
along with all the irregularities attendant upon the constitu- | slaveholding States.

To state the proposition, sir, is to ensure its repudiation by
South.
Sir, if we were to do this, which Heaven forbid ever should

I submit this proposition, sir, to the Benator of Kentucky, | be done by Southern votes, it would be but a temporary re-

ite.
Sovre) what it was the South wanted ! and what we would :gcuiomlly ‘heard, this Wilmot proviso is ““not dead,

Notwithstanding the voice of peace which we have

take? I offer as the mode of adjustment the line of the | but sleepeth.” We have had warning enough to arouse even
Missouri compromise, that upon which the country has repos- | the dullest ear, in the ch of an eminent and influential

formed, are now preparing to bring their slaves here upon in-
dentures and set them free. 1 hold it to be a eorrect doc-
trine, sir, that every State has u right to protect itself aguinst
an evil 50 enormous as this.”

Again, the same gentleman, page 38 :

value of an able-bodied negro man in the Southern States—
they hire there at from sixty to one hundred dollars & year.
Suppose you pay $700 to get a slave here, and set him free on
son

I tative from the State of Massachusetts, delivered in
the other wing of the Capitol, on a proposition to lay the
““motion” un the table during the present ression. His
language was this :

**But it remains to be seen whether the great principles of
the ordinance of ’87 huve lost, any ion of their vitality ;

** Let us Jook at the inducements, and see whether these | wheiher they have not as strong and ms. hold on the hearts
tears are without foundation ; let us see what is the probable | o¢ our Northern and Western men as oh that of the honorable

member himself ; and wllxe.

ther, on the proper oceasion, if a
real

demand for their assertion and

yor r
nece should arise, th

ition that he shall serve you for one year. He produces,
aceording to the ordinary rates in the mines, from two to six
thousand dollars. There are many of our Southern friends
who would be glad to set their negroes free and bring them
here, if they produced only half of that amount. When the
terms of the contraet have expired what would these slaves
do? They would become a burden on the community. And
I ean assure you, sir, thousands will be introduced into this
country before long if you do not insert a positive prohibition
against them in your constitution—an immense and overwhelm-
ing population of negroes, who have never been freemen ; who
have never been accustomed to provide for themselves, ™’
And in like terms, page 180, Mr. McDougal :

=" Gentlemen have risen on this floor and stated that they
d received letters from the South; and that they knew of
many others who want to bring their slaves here, and work
them for a short period in the mines and then emancipate
them. If this constitution is thrown back upon us for recon-
sideration, it leaves them the opportunity of bringing their
slaves here, It is what they desire to do; 10 create some
strongly ohjectionable feature in the constitution, in order that
they may bring their slaves here and work them three mouths.
T'heg will even then get more than they ean get for them in
the States, 1look upon that as the result if we send our con-
stitution to Congress with a boundary se objectionable as this.”

I add a single quotation more, to give some idea of the ex-
tent to which the people in California were represented in this
Convention. At page 193 Mr. Botts said :

“ Yes, sir, I am told there are thirty thousand freemen in
this extent of country east of the Sierra Nevada, which you
propose to include in your limits, Are they in the District of

, or Sser o, or Monterey *—thirty thousand free-
mwen unrepresented. Do you know, sir, by what vote of my
constituents T sit upon this floor ! 1 will tell you, I reeeived
ninety-six votes—I, who am modestly requested to legislate
for thirty thousind people I never saw, am sent bere by nine-

aware of the dangerous position in which this countey is plac-
el, owing to the nducements existing here for slaveholders to

country, snd that he net only could not originate, tu: thet
Le couw! give no countenance to yny revolgtionary moverment

bripg their sluves to California hht_f st them free, [um my=
seli wequainted with & wumber of individuals whe, | am in-

ty-six votes. My colleague, it is true, who makes this pro-
position, reecived some twenty or thirty more ; and as for the
! remainder of my colleagues, | believe they are even wurse off

maintena would not be asserted, and be
intained by as large a majority in this body as they ever
have been heretofore. 1 believe they would be.”

Who can doubt that the ** real necessity or reasonable de.
mand for their assertion and maint ! larly hinted
by the speaker, was the existence or non-existence of any pre-
vious law in the Territory abolishing slavery, and thus dis-
pensing with a new enactment. No, sir, the proposition to
refrain now from passing this proviso, and which we are to
purchase at 5o dear a price, is no abandonment of the principle
on the part of the majority. It is but to postpone its exer-
cise, because as they believe there exists in these Territories
no ‘‘real necessity or reasonsble demand for its assertion,”
and this is all.

I have thus, Mr. President, endeavored to lay before the
Senate the objections I entertain to the bill under considera
tion as it has been reported by the select committes ; nor is
there any amendment which can remove them, unless it ‘were
one to change the principle upon which it isfounded. I have
in doing this indicated the line of the Missouri compromise
as the only ground upon which, as I believe, the question can
be settled in such way as to destroy agitation and restore har-
mony to the different sections of the Union. Run that line
out from the State of T'exas to the Pacific ccean, and I feel
the strongest assurance that the entire Scath will acquiesee
in the decision. Certainly it will have whatever weight will
be carried by any recommendation of mine. And, sir, that
we may have a distinct proposition before the Senate as a sub-
stitute, believed to carry the consent of the Southern States,
I here propose it to the counscls of the country.

Mr. CLAY. Mr. President, I have 1ison merely to make
an inquiry of the honorable Benator from Virginia, with
a view to the clear comprahension of what are the terms
upon which he thinks sn adj t of these questions could
be made. [ understand him to propose the extension of the
line 36° 3¥ from Texas, where it now terminates by the

thao | am.”

resclution of annexation, 1o the Pac'fic ocean. Did I under-

from Kentucky with great pleasure. far as my own opin-
ions are involved, or those of any whom I might pride—if any
such there be—I declare most distinctly that the ad
the line 36° 30 as the southern boundary of California would
content me, without any legislation on the part of Congress
in refetence to the subject of slavery. In other words, that
if the southern boundary of California were contracted to
that line, I should be content to organize a Territorial Govern-
ment for the territory south of it, in the nsual form, without
any provision, pre or con, upon the subject of slavery,

Mr, CLAY. And so through to New Mexico /

Mr. MASON. Clewrly. My suggestion is this: The
compromige bill contains three propositions. The first is for
the admission of California wit]:r;er present boundaries ; the
second is for a cession of territory from Texas, prescribing her
boundaries ; and, third, for the organization of governments
in the remaining territory. Now, if it pleases the Senator to
strike from the bill altogether that part which relates to the
cession of territory from Texas, then I should be content if
the southern boundary of California was contracted to the
compromise line of 36° 30/, and the organization of a Terri-
torial Government in the usual manner.

Mr. HALE. Mr. President—

Mr. CLAY. Will the honorable Benator from New
Hampshire excuse me for a moment ? This is a very im-
portant subject—a very important matter—and it is extremely
desirable that the country should distinctly understand what
is proposed. This question, you will recollect, sir, at the
commencement of this session, on the occasion on
which I sddressed you st any length, I discussed, and on
that occasion I mhdylbat I could not think of offering to the
South the line 36° 30/, because without an express recogni-
tion of the right to carry slaves south of that line, it was of-
fering to the South a mere ideal line, without carrying along
with it any practical benefits whatever. I undersiand, how-
ever, now, that the Senator from Virginia is willing to take
the line 36° 30’ to the Pacific, leaving the local law snd the
constitution of the Uniled States to e on cither side of
that line, without any express declaration or recognition of the
right to carry slaves south of that line, or a prohibition of
slavery north of that line. ThatI understand to be the view
of the Benator ? {

Mr. MASON, Undoubtedly.

 Mr. CLAY. Assuming that to be what would satisfy
him, the farther question which I should like to be answered
is, whether all the Senators from the South will be satisfied
with that line, and silent as to the legislation south of that line 7

Mr. MASON, (in his seat.) I speak only for myself.

Mr. CLAY. The Senator says it is confined to bimself.
He must at once perceive that any change or variation in the
existing proposition, without a knowledge of some practical
result, would be, perhape, losing time unnecessarily. But [
should like to know whether every Southern Senator will be
satiefied with the line running 36° 30/ to the Pacific, nothing
being said nbout the right to carry slavery south of that line.

‘Mr. MABON. Mr. President, I have stated to the Sena-
tor very frankly the position which I am prepared to arsume
in l.!au matter. I have told him that I have done 80 s ex-
pressing my own opinions only, and I have given my reasons
for that opinion in the argument I have had the honor to sub-
mit to the Senate. He asks me now whether he is to under-
stand that all the other Senators from the Southern States
concur in the opinions which I express. I will state to him,
sir, that he will get, I apprehend, a very speedy expression of
thet opinion if he will indicate to the Senators on this side of-
the chamber whether he will be for it himself. :

Mr. CLAY. Mr. President, this is making a contract be-
tween two individuals. I have no authority to answer for
any body. I confessthe proposition this morning struck me
with great surprise—with sgreesble surprise. Although, sir,
I would not say that I would go into California to disturb her |
limits, yet I think that if the honorable Senator would get out |
another compromise, I might be very much disposed to go
-_Iung with him. That is to eay, I would consent to run the
line 36° 30/, without any recognition of the right to carry
slaves south of that line, leaving lex: /oei and the Constitution
of the United States to operate there. If you can make any
thing out of that, contrary to my convictions, I shall be very
much disposed myseli—speaking now only for myself—to take
the compromise line as the southern boundary of California.
‘That is to say, to run it through Utah and New Mexico.

Mr. MABON, (in his seat.) And no farther ?

Mr. CLAY. Certainly ; not with regard to California.
Mr. HALE. I merely rise to correct a misapprehension
which;I-fear, Thay arise from some remarks which fell from
the Benator from Virginia in regard to the line 36° 30. I
I think that a stranger, who had not read the resolution of the
annexation of Texas, would understand, if he had listened to
that Senator, that this line was actually applied to the State of
Texss. Bo I understood him. Now, a reference to the re-
solution of annexation of Texas will show that this is en-
tirely a mistake. There is no line applied to Texas, and the
constitution of Texas, if it tolerates slavery at all, carries it |
to its remolest boundary, the 43d degree. There is not a syl-
lable in the resolution of annexation even squinting at the idea
that there is any restriction of slavery in any part of it. The
provision is, that whenever Texas consents to cut herself up
into new Siates, those which shall hereafler be formed out of
territory lying north of 36° 30" shall not have slavery. That
is the whole restriction. There is none until Texas of her
own accord consents to divide her own territory. There was
no compromise—36° 30', nor any other line—by which sla-
very was excluded from one inch of territory over which she
extended or claimed jurisdiction. I make these remarks, not
because 1 suppose that the Senator from Virginia has fallen
into any mistake such as I have referred to, but because I
thought, from the tenor of his remarks, that there was some
restriction on slavery in Texas. There is none.

Mr. MASON. I merely wish to say that everygentleman
can determine for himself how far the Missouri compromise
line of 36° 30 affects the State of Texas, All that is written
down in round text in the resolution by which Texas was an-
nexed, I apprehend it is so plain that ‘“he who runs may
read,” and will admit of no misconstruction.

Mr. FOOTE here made some remarks, which, having been
submitted to him for revision, and not returned, are necessa-
rily omitted. ;
Mr. MASON. One word, sir. The issue which the
honorable Benator has made (certainly I did not make it) in
regard to the resolutions adopted by the General Assembly of
Virginia, depends upon this : whether the terms ¢ in any
manner interfering with the rights of the slaveholders in the
District,” and the terms “*abolishing the slave trade within
the District,” are to be taken as importing the same meaning.
Now, sir, I do not think that the meaning given to a text by
some of those who made it, still less by those who subsequent-
ly give testimony, should be invoked in any way to ascertain
what the meaning of it is, when the text itself is before us.
I am very much at a luss to see any difference between inter-
fericg with the slave trade in the District of Columbia, and
interfering with the rights of slaveholders in the District of
Columbia ; for one of the rights of slaveholders is the trade in
slaves, r

Mr. FOOTE replicd.

Mr. CASS. Mr. President, there is one point upon which
I do not understand the honorable Senator from Virginia,
(Mr. Mason,) in the explanation he gave to the Senatér from
Kentucky, (Mr. Crax.) He says he is willing to accept the
Missouri compromise line, without the recognition or estab.
lishment of slavery by Congress south of thatline. I can
understand that, by applying that line to California, and stop-
ping ber boundary there, the country to the south of it would
be again open to the action of the people, and it would be
either forever to admit or exclude slavery. I say, I can un-
derstand this. But [ cannot understand of what possible use
such a line would be east of California and Texas. It would
divide nothing. The Missouri compromise line said nothing
on the subject of slavery south of 36° 30°. Tt left to the
people to introduce or exclude it there, while it prohibited its
existence north of that line. This bill leaves the whole terri-
tory, north and south, precisely as the Missouri compromise
line left the country to the South. That was non-action by
Congress south of the line, but action north; while this is
non-action both north and south, and gives to the people the
right to seltle the question fur themselves,

The Missouri compromise line was a political one dividing
something, while this would divide nothing st all. These
bills create territorial governments without touching the ques-
tion of elavery. Is the honorable Senator from Virginia wil:
ling it should not be touched ? If he is, he has only to vote
for them and his object is accomplished. But this is no
compromise line ; it is non-intervention, fairly carried out.
I repeat, what do we want with such a line ! It divides
nothing, unless, indeed, you make it divide the Territories,
forming one or twe, north or south. But what would bs
gained by that for the question we are now discassing } The
people in each would have the same right over the subject
of slavery, and it would not exist in one morethan in the other
unless by their action. I repeat, we should have a line divi-
ding nothing, so far as this matter is concerned,

Mr. BERRIEN. I think, Mr. President, that the answer
to the inquiry of the Senator from Michigan is very obvious,
The line proposed by the Senstor from Virginia would take
off 4} degs. from the proposed State of Californis, in which
slavery is now inhibited, if effect be given to her constitution,
and would thus bring that portion of the Territory within the
pruvisions of this bill as applicable to the territories which it
creates. It would, therefore, leave it optional with the peo-
ple who may hereafter form a State there whether slavery
should or should not exist within those 4§ degs. of the pro-

State of California in which it is now inhibited. That
i# the answer, If the line 86 degs. 30 mins. be run to the
Pacific, it will cut off 44 degs. from the proposed Sta'e of
California, in which slavery is now inhibited,if eflect be given
to her constitution, and will leave it op ional, under the pro-

opdonnf

! t itginia is not, therefore, so
unmeaning as it was represented to )

Mr, CABS. -
&n ql?euion I pu

4 line running upon a purallel of latitude east of California
through Utah, New e and Texas, and to lh: advan-
tage it would be to the South over the preeent bill, vnless:
lju:“ Was & recoguition of slavery by Congress south of thet

L.}
Mr. BERRIEN. By running the line of 36
mins. from Texas to the Pldﬁclyon strike :f!' the d;f::ho:rlg
portion of the proposed State of California from the operation
of the constitution of California which inhibits slavery. That
portion being taken from the Blate is relieved from the con-
inhibition gmpo-d by the people of the State, The
southern portion of Culifornis is, in my opinion, much more
im t than the territories east of California
fr. MASON. Mr. Presi my rematks were more
particularly addressed to from Kentucky, who in-
troduced this bill as a promise and adjustment,
I meant distinetly to declare and to the Senate, that,
:i.faruu?:‘apmhm. wen:iillbould. with a desire to adjust
conlroversy, agree to the running of the Missouri com-
promise line through Texas to the Pacific. What advantages.
or disadvantages would result to the parties who might agree
to this adjustment would be for them respectively to determine,
I apprehend that we should gain not a little by cutting off
from California that portion of her Pacific border south of 36%
30/, in which slavery is now inhibited by ber constitution. I
apprehend that we will gain something in relation to the State-
of Texas, if, by the adjustment, the territory which lies north
of tha parallel of 36° 80/ becomes the territory of tho United
States, instead of so much of the Territory as lies between
32° and her northern boundary, At any rate, I only threw
out the suggestion as a measure of mise. But I found
no response to it from the Senator from Kentucky. Although
that Senator expressed a very guarded opinion litt he might .
probably 1o running the compromise line through Utah
and New Mexico, he was silent as to its being run through
Texas, and he dissented to ite extension through the so-called
new Btate of California to the Pacific. But, sir, 8 measure
of adjustment is one thing, and strictly measuring our respec-
tive rights is another. If it shall be the determination of the -
Senator from Kentucky (for he is the one who introduced this |
bill) to require us to measure our rights on this bill, I can
only say, and I say it with no little regret, that we shall be at
arme-lengths.  But, if ho will give his concurrence to this
plan of dividing California by the line of 36° 30/, I appre-
hend that all difficulties will be removed.
] l}r. CLAY. Mr. President, I suppose that in all nego-
tiations, whether diplomatic or legislative, or of any other -
character, the negotiators ought to produce credentials of sutho-
rity. Now, I understand the Senator from Virginia, to be -
acting upon his own hook, if I may use a common expression,
He is not able to answer for  solitary Senator from the South,
And does he expect that I should give an answer to a propo= -
sition coming from a solitary individual, perbaps not seconded,
not concurred in by another Southern Senator ?
_ Sir, I will not say what I would do. Bat I will say that,..
if there was an entire cencurrence of all the Southern Sena-
tors in the proposition made by the Senator from Virginia, I
should hesitate long before I should pronounce an opinion
u it; I should give it grave and serious' deliberation.
o Southern Senator has yet announced his concurrence in -
the proposition. The only signal of concurrence or non- -
concurrence on the other side of the house was a most em-
phatic nod of disapprobation from a worthy friend of mine,
now in my eye. Does the honorable Benator expect to get .
up sulitary and alone, without the concurrence of another
Senator from the South, azd make a proposition to me, and
call upon me to assent to it ?  But, in the total absence of his
credentials I"::h atll:.thogz, I Twill tell the Benator how -he
may accompl is object. The bill is in and open .
to amendment. Let the Senator make hinwwmpodtiun to [::
tend the line 86° 30’ to the Pacific, and ulrfw the yeas and
nays on it. 'We can then have a vote on the question ; and
we can then see how many Southern Senators will concar in
his propoeition. .
t. MASON. Mr. President, I do not understand that
the Senator from Kentucky has exhibited any power or cre-
dentials to negotia‘e on his part; but I do understand that ke
takes great care not to commit himself u. the question,
Nay, the honorable Senator goes so far our;nu to say that if
any mode could be devised by which the concurrent opinion
of all the Southern Senators could be ascertained, he would
certainly take it into very grave consideration. I apprehend
from all this, that this proposition will result in nothing. I
can essure the honorable Senator that I mean to offer no such
roposition. I stand in a minority, and, as the Senator from
uisiana said the other day, it does not become a minority to
offer terms to those who have the power to make them. I
shall offer no proposition. I have merely stated what would
meet my concurrence.
Mr. UNDERWOOD. Mr. President, the proposition
suggested by the Senator from Virginia is not a new one. It
was pro by me a few years ago. I was a member of
the celebrated committee of eight that framed a compromise
bill, which was not adopted. Before that committee retired
to take the subjects referred to them into consideration, I had
suggested an amendment by which the line of 36° 30’ was
to be extended to the Pacific ocean and to all our Territories. .
In that amendment I did not content myself with that which
the Senator from Virginia soys would now satisfy him, I
wanled the extension of that line coupled with the positive
declaration that south of that line immigrants thither from the
slaveho!ding States might carry their slaves and should be
protected in the use and enjoyment of their slave property until *
the people formed a State constitution, and then as a matter
of course the people of these Territories would have a right
to dispose of the question as they might think fit. Now, it
was because I could not obtain a positive declaration to that
effect, during the last Congress, either in the compromise bill
of the committee of eight, or in any other way, that I went .
against that bill. - That was the reason which induced me to
oppose that bill.
ir, the Missouri compromise line upon the terms suggest-
ed by the Senator from Virginia would, in my humble judgment,
be a surrender of the entire question so far as the extension of
slavery is concerned. [ entertain that opinion for ressons
which, if the Senate will bear with me, I will beg leave to
state. I do not know, however, that I can conclude what I
wish to ray on this subject 10-night.
At this point of his remarks, the honorable Senator gave
way, without eoncluding, when on motion,
The Senate adjourned.

I will merely remark, Mr. President, that
t to the Senator from Virginia related solely

.

Moxpay, Juse 3, 1850.
‘The Compromise Bill again coming up for consi ion—
M:. SOULE., Mr. I:.rge:ident. m'indil)‘ul of ﬁtﬁu&e-
upon me the other day by the honorable Benator from Ken-
tucky, I have attempted to prepare, with what feeble abiliiies:
I could command some three or four secticas as a substitate
for the three sections of the bill relating to California. That-
substitute I wish now may be laid upon the table in order
that it may be printed, and with a view to have it taken up-
hereafter, when I may submit to the consideration of the
Senate some few observations in support of it. I will readit,
After the word ** Government,” in the title of the bill, in-
sert the words ¢‘South Californis,” and strike out the first,
sccond, and third sections of the bill, and insert the following
- Be it enacted, &¢. That as soon as California shull have

P in tion an ordi viding—

*! That she relinguishes all title or elaim to tax, dispose of,
or in ung‘v’{,
United State

to interfere with the primary disposal by the-
d Sts nl"lﬁefpnblia domuin within l'gr Iisi?u '

“That she [Cali nrniag will not interpose her authority
and power so as to disturb or impede any control which the
u_nmq-sul:n way deem advisable to exercise over such dise
triets in the mining regions, either now discovered or to be
du:w:red hm::ﬂm‘-l. l.ld may not be ineluded in any lawiul grant
made to private individaals or to corporations
uui‘?; orch:liimin to the United States.” .
“That the lands of the non-residents shall ney
higher than those of resideuts, g
% That the navigable waters shall be open and free to alk
citizens of the United States, those of Calilornia included,
“That the Southern lim'ts shull be restricted to the Mis-
souri compromise line, (36 d_qi; 30 min. north latitude. )

** And as soon as she shall have produced to the President
of the United States satisfactory andl authentic evidence that
the terms here set forth have been fully and exactly complied
| with, the President of the United States be and he is hereby
| authorized and requested, without any further action on the
'p‘urguf Congress, to issue his proclamation declaring that

California is, and that she shall thereupon b= admitted into the
Union upon an equal footing with the origioal States in alb
respects whatever,

“See. 2. Be it enacted, &2c. That such portion of the reve-
| nue collected in the ports of California as may remain unex-
| pended at the time of the issuing of the President’s ama-
tion as aforesaid, shall be paid over to the said State of
California.

“See. 3. Be it enacted c. That the Senators and Rep-
resentatives elect ‘now before Co for the said State af
Calitdrnin shall be entitled to receive, and shall receive the
milesge and the per diem pay allowed to the from the
Territory of , from the day that the m of the
President tramsmitting the Constitution of California was re«
ceived by Congress.

“ See. 4. Be it enacted, &c. That the country lying be-
| tween the 30 deg. 30 min. of north Iatitude, and the b
line between Mexico and the United States established by the
treaty of Guedalope Hidalgo, and extending from the Pacifip

!
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